
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dubuque, IA 
Dubuque is one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People, in part because of the work of 
the Dubuque Mentoring Partnership (DMP), a collaborative effort including Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, Dubuque Community Schools, Holy Family Catholic Schools, St. Marks, Dubuque County 
Extension AmeriCorps, Court Appointed Special Advocate, RSVP-Finley Hospital, Helping 
Services of NE Iowa, Foster Grandparents, Dubuque Community Y and Mississippi Valley 
Promise.  Thanks to the DMP, mentors have more than tripled since 2005 and the number of kids 
on the waiting list for a mentor has been cut in half. 

 
For additional information, please contact:  

Jane Steele  
Mississippi Valley Promise 
2371 Carter Rd. 
Dubuque, IA 52001 
 
Email: janesteele@hotmail.com  
Phone: (563)557-1277 

 
 

Lamoni, IA    
Lamoni is one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People, in part, because of the work of the 
Lamoni Area SAFE Community Coalition.  The Coalition is a positive prevention program 
designed to build developmental assets in all youth.  One facet of the program is the work of a 
Coalition project director who works out of an office in the school district, allowing for daily contact 
with all youth, teachers, and other professionals to meet the needs of each individual student.  
For its efforts, Lamoni received the 2005 Harold E. Hughes Exceptional Rural Community Award 
from the National Rural Institute. 

 
For additional information, please contact:  

Shirley Kessel 
Lamoni SAFE Coalition 
12301 290th Street 
Lamoni, IA 50140 
 
Email: lskessel@grm.net 
Phone: 641-784-7235 

 
 
Mason City, IA 
Mason City is one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People, in part, because of the work of 
the Mason City Youth Task Force, where youth have collaborated with the local Head Start 
Program and two preschools through the "Reading Buddies" program. The effort involves high 
school youth mentoring and reading to preschoolers once a week during the school year.  The 
program encourages both sets of students to read for pleasure and adds a boost to the preschool 
curriculum, which is aimed at helping children to be ready for school. 
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For additional information, please contact: 
  Mary Schissel 
  Mason City Youth Task Force 

10 1
st
 St NW 

Mason City, IA 50401 
 
  Email:  rnmschis@netins.net 
  Phone: 641-421-2708 
 
 

Pottawattamie County, IA 
Pottawattamie County is one of the 100 Best Communities for Young People, in part, because 
Iowa State University AEA 13, ISUE and Promise Partners have formed a strong collaborative 
partnership to promote positive youth development across the county. This collaboration holds 
joint planning sessions, strategically plans youth initiatives in each community in the county, 
shares training opportunities, staff, resources, and braids funding streams to support the 
community youth plan. These partnerships have greatly expanded the opportunities and supports 
for youth in Pottawattamie County, particularly in the small rural communities in the eastern parts 
of the county. 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
  Patricia Russmann 
  Promise Partners, Pottawattamie County Alliance for Youth 

300 W Broadway 
Suite 213 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

 
  Email: prussmann@cef.svcoxmail.com 
  Phone: 402-256-9920 

 


