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Dropout Prevention Local Summit Messaging
More than twenty five years since the release of the landmark “A Nation at Risk” report, the state of our education and our young people remain very much at risk especially in our largest cities.  

· More than one million American high school students drop out every year. 

· That’s one student every 26 seconds, and nearly 7,000 young people every school day

· “Cities in Crisis 2009: Closing the Graduation Gap,” a report released by America’s Promise Alliance and prepared by Editorial Projects in Education Research Center finds that despite some progress made between 1995-2005, most of America’s largest cities are struggling to keep students in school. (The report analyzes school district data from the U.S. Department of Education’s Common Core of Data (2004-05). The country’s largest cities are calculated according to city population reported in the 2006 U.S. Census Bureau report.)
· The report finds that only about half (53%) of all students served by the main school systems in the nation’s 50 largest cities graduate from high school.

· Just XX% of students in [CITY’S] main school system graduate from high school, compared to a national average of 70%.

· It further revealed that students in suburban and rural public high schools were more likely to graduate than students in the country’s urban schools. 

· In [CITY], a large gap exists between the metro urban graduation rate (XX%) vs. suburban rate (XX%).

· It also showed ethnic and economic disparities in graduation rates and among educational attainment levels.
· Nationally, the report found just 58% of Hispanic teenagers and 55% of African-American teenagers graduated compared to 78% of their white counterparts.
· The report also revealed that high school dropouts were the only group of wage earners to actually see their incomes decline over the last 30 years.
· Dropouts are also more than twice as likely to live in poverty and earn on average $10,000 less annually than their peers that graduate. 

When students drop out of high school, it affects everyone in our community – businesses, government, students and families. 
· We all pay the price for high school dropouts, who are more likely to be incarcerated, rely on public programs and social services and go without health insurance than students who graduate. 
· Dropouts from the Class of 2006-2007 will cost the U.S. more than $329 billion in lost wages, taxes and productivity over their lifetimes.
To turn the tide on the dropout and college-readiness crisis in [CITY/STATE], we must work together both inside – and outside – the classroom to keep our kids in school.  
· Research shows that the essential supports that young people experience in their daily lives – what the Alliance calls the “Five Promises” – the more likely they are to stay in school and succeed. Together, the Five Promises help put our children on a path whose destination is graduation and future success:
· Caring adults – including parents, teachers, coaches and neighbors

· Safe places – whether it’s a community center, library or the house of a friend or neighbor

· A healthy start  – including good nutrition and health insurance

· Effective education – a quality learning environment with a relevant curriculum, high expectations and consistent guidance that lead to marketable skills

· Opportunities to Help Others – self-esteem soars when kids give back to their community

The national Dropout Prevention Campaign, spearheaded by America’s Promise Alliance, will not only raise awareness, it will spark solutions to increase college readiness and the nation’s high school graduation rate.
· As part of the Dropout Prevention campaign, 105 summits are being held in states, cities and communities nationwide over the next two years to stimulate discussion of the problem and generate solutions.
· These summits take a new approach at solving the dropout crisis. They involve the entire community including the mayor and/or governor’s offices, business leaders, non-profit organizations, child advocates, school administrators, teachers, parents and high school students themselves. 
· [CITY/STATE] is conducting a Dropout Prevention summit on [MONTH, DAY] in an effort to develop a localized action plan to increase graduation rates and improve college readiness in our community.
· [Insert message point addressing details of [city/state] summit including any prominent individuals who will be attending etc.] 
· For more information on the [CITY/STATE] Dropout Prevention summit please contact [ORGANIZER CONTACT INFORMATION].
· Founded by General Colin Powell and today chaired by Alma Powell, the America’s Promise Alliance is the nation’s largest multi-sector coalition dedicated to the well-being of children and youth in the U. S.
· More information about the Alliance and its Dropout Prevention campaign can be found online at www.americaspromise.org. 
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