Hosting a Youth Summit

            Oklahoma City decided to focus their efforts on a student summit bringing together approximately 200 young people to discuss the educational issues that are most important to them. Key to their success was also the inclusion of adult leaders and policymakers who demonstrated their commitment to engaging young people to solve the dropout crisis.  These city leaders voiced their expectation that the young people step up and help the city figure it out. See more at: http://www.newsok.tv/?titleID=1859060281
Capturing Youth Voice

Even if your location is primarily targeting adult leaders in your community, there is still a valuable place for student input to help shape the summit dialogue, strategies, and planning. In Louisville, the planning team held a series of student focus groups leading up to the summit and captured the student reflections in a document that was shared with summit participants (link here; document attached). 
            Similarly, Delaware hosted focus groups with students as a means of including student voice in their dropout prevention efforts.  They captured the results in a powerful video that was shared at the conference (link here; soon to be up on the DOE website).
Youth Participation in the Summit

            Many summit locations are choosing to engage young people through a student panel that engages students who have dropped out, have re-engaged, are at risk of dropping out, and even those currently succeeding in their schools. Many locations have facilitated highly successful panels that have been the emotional highlight of their events. Beyond the emotions, however, student panels offer a perspective on schools we simply cannot find anywhere else. The state of Iowa hosted a student panel which is captured here: http://www.connectforkids.org/node/6697
