Template Letter to the Editor

[DATE]

Dear Editor, 

Educator:

As a teacher, nothing is more rewarding to me than helping a young person realize his or her potential. Yet, all too often, I see students give up. They face so many challenges in their daily lives that finishing high school does not remain a priority for them.  

Business:

As a local business owner, I know firsthand the kind of preparation and basic skills needed to succeed in today’s workforce. Yet, many young people are entering the working world lacking basic skills that a high school diploma could have provided. Sadly, quality employees remain harder to find each year.    

Twenty-five years after the release of the landmark report, “A Nation at Risk,” the country’s educational system and the young people it serves remain at risk. A recent report commissioned by America’s Promise Alliance, the nation’s largest alliance of organizations working on behalf of children and youth, finds that the local high school graduation rate is XX% – meaning that one in XX [city/state] teens do not graduate with their class. Nationwide, more than one million high school students drop out each year – that’s one out of every three public high school students, or nearly 7,000 each school day.  

The well-being and prosperity of our community and our country is dependant upon an educated workforce. By 2010, two-thirds of all jobs will require post-secondary instruction. Yet today, millions enter the workforce lacking even basic skills for success. When students aren’t equipped to succeed, we all pay the price. Dropouts from just the class of 2006-07 will cost the U.S. more than $329 billion in lost wages, lost taxes and lost productivity over their lifetimes.

To improve graduation rates in our community/state, [key partner names] are joining together to ensure our young people have all the resources—educational and other— they need to stay in school and succeed. The [city/state] Dropout Prevention Summit is just one of 100 such events nationwide in which local leaders from every corner of the [community/state] will join together to develop workable solutions to prepare our youth for college, work and life – by starting with a high school diploma. These summits are supported by the America’s Promise Alliance and call on our entire [state/community] to come together and play a role in reducing the dropout rate. ,.  

Working together, we can ensure that more of [city/state’s] young people graduate from high school and are ready for college and work. Visit www.americaspromise.org to get more information and learn how to get involved.  

[Name]

[City, State]

