$aving Our Futures: A Financial Responsibility Program for Young People 

Talking Points
· The America’s Promise Alliance, in partnership with the Peter G. Peterson Foundation, has released an online curriculum titled $aving Our Futures: A Financial Responsibility Program for Young People to teach middle- and high-school youth about financial responsibility, and to advocate for smarter money management in their homes, communities and from elected officials.

· The curriculum was developed for the America’s Promise Alliance by the Academy for Educational Development, and it is designed to be a companion to the critically acclaimed documentary I.O.U.S.A. that sheds light on the country’s financial crisis.
· $aving Our Futures contains six chapters and 26 modules that can be used in whole or in part.  Four core chapters – Budget, Savings, Trade and Leadership – align with the movie’s introduction of these same topics.  

· The remaining chapters include an Introduction that outlines the purpose and urgency of these lessons and an Action chapter that provides young people with a blueprint to design their own action and advocacy plans.  

· The $aving Our Futures curriculum also includes an extensive “resources” section that provides a full glossary of terms, templates, tools and tips that can be used to prepare materials for curriculum activities and help teachers and youth community leaders effectively translate new concepts and terms.

· Each curriculum module includes learning objectives, activities, new vocabulary, discussion questions, community extension activities and tips to help instructors prepare, implement, and troubleshoot various activities. 
· Where applicable, curriculum modules reference the I.O.U.S.A. movie and encourage the viewing of specific sections of the film to enhance the lessons of that module. 
· The four core curriculum chapters include several sections focusing on math skills, and community extension activities in each section encourage young people to apply the lessons learned in their homes, schools, communities and, in some cases, with the media and directly with elected officials. 

· The action sections build on the suggested action steps proposed at the end of the movie and can be adapted to respond more directly to the issues in local communities, or to meet the specific needs of curriculum participants, providing opportunities for quality service learning projects.
· The $aving Our Futures curriculum will teach young people about what it means to be financially responsible and give them an important opportunity to practice and advocate for sound fiscal decisions in their families, communities and in our country.

· The curriculum is available for free online at www.americaspromise.org/financialresponsibility.  There, you will also find an abbreviated version of I.O.U.S.A. and promotional tools for those that want to share the $aving Our Futures curriculum with others. 
